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The Bengal Safari Newsletter
North Bengal Wild Animals Park, Siliguri, West Bengal

e-mail; dirnbwap@gmail.com
website: www.northbengalwildanimalspark.in
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Front Cover photo identity: Upper Left — Elephant day celebration
Upper right — Three Tiger Cubs with their mother Shila

Lower Left — Van Mahotsava Plantation
Lower right — Independence Day Fruit tree Plantation




IN THIS ISSUE

We welcome you to the next issue of Zoo News. In this quarter the Park celebrated many
memorable days and week. Our colleague like captive animals Lakshmi and Urmila celebrate
with us the World Elephant Day in the Safari Park. We have reached to many schools, NGOs,
Media etc with unique messages on different days by conducting debate, other events and
awareness programmes on days of environment as well as public relevance.
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RESEARCH EXTENTION & BEAUTIFICATION

Fish Farming & Fish Release Programme at Bengal Safari Pond

Fish farming at Bengal Safari pond was commenced on 18 July 2018 in the existing fish pond
through preparation of fish pond, control of aquatic weeds, culture of fish food organisms,
fish nutrition under the technical assistance of Miss Namrata Ghosh, Research Fellow.
Basically composite fish culture is being practised here and various species of carp fry were
released for harvesting.
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Siliguri Horticulture society developed a garden with co-operation of Park

Siliguri Horticultural Society developed a beautiful garden beside the Safari Pickup point of
Bengal Safari premises in this quarter. They inaugurated and open this small garden for all
visitors of Safari Park on 29" July, 2018.
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Plantation Programme of National Services Scheme (NSS)

The park in association with Siliguri College planted fruit trees within the Park Boundary on
4 August, 2018. 2 teachers and 44 students have participated and they planted Jam, Jamrul,
Aam, Amloki etc fruit trees near Gharial and Crocodile Area.
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RESEARCH & EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity throughout a week from Van Mahotsava to International Tiger Day

The Park took effort to celebrate a week starting from Van Mahotsava to International Tiger
Day with a flow of programmes. The programme started off with a Debate Competition followed
by Save Tiger Drive, Nature Walk with Students, Prize distribution of Debate Competition
and Medicinal Plant Garden Visit etc.
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Debate competition

On 24th July, 2018, 30 students from various schools of Darjeeling District and Jalpaiguri
District participated in the debate competition organised by Bengal Safari on the occasion of
Van Mahotsava to International Tiger Day Weeks. 18 teachers and Visitors also participated
in this programme. The programme starts with tree plantations. Invitee Judge of the
Competition with participating students of every school were planted trees and then 15
students spoke for the motion of the topic “Wildlife Tourism can help in conservation of
Wildlife” and other 15 delivered their own talk on against the motion. Sarthak Ojha got the
1** prize for the motion and against the motion Nandini Jain got 1* prize.
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Save Tiger Drive

Park celebrated Save Tiger Drive on 26" July with visitor’s awareness about Wildlife
Threats and Walk with visitors. The office personnel of Biology and Research section of
Bengal Safari guided visitors and discussed with them how we can take care of captive
animals with Safari visitors and what should be the visitor’s behaviour during the visit.
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Nature Walk

On 28" July 15 Students and one Teacher of Siliguri College participated in the Nature Walk
programme organised by Bengal Safari. Students also visited Zoo Areas and medicinal Plants
Garden with the Researchers and Biologist of Bengal Safari. They collected herbarium
specimens for their study materials and learnt about the collection procedure of sample
specimens without hampering nature.
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International Tiger Day and Closing ceremony

The Park celebrated International Tiger Day with 30 students, 5 teachers and 12 media
personnel on 29" July. Many visitors also participated in the programme and Tiger mask had
been distributed among the child visitors. Child visitors also participated in quiz competition.
Winner’s prizes of the debate competition also distributed to the students. Students visited
Zoo and Medicinal Plants Garden with researchers.
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WORLD ELEPHANT DAY

The Park celebrated World Elephant Day on 12" August, 2018. 30 students, 4 teachers and
17 Media personnel participated in the programme. Senior Mahut Mr. Raghunath Roy
honoured our two Elephants Lakshmi and Urmila with two separate Cakes and after that the
cakes were distributed to the students, teachers, media personnel and visitors. Park arranged a
special feed for two Elephants on this occasion. The programme started off with a sit & draw
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competition and composition writing on elephants followed by storytelling by Mahut
Raghunath Roy. Other mahut, night patrolling team members, media personnel shared their
concept to the students and visitors. A short documentary video on elephants had been shown
in this programme. Elephant masks were distributed to the child visitors and they also
participated in a quiz competition. At the end of the programme, prizes were distributed to
the winners.
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Kanyashree Day

Kanyashree Day has been celebrated by Social Worker on 14 August, 2018 at the park. 100
party members and villagers, 20 physically disabled child of Prerana Centre and 20 Girls
school students participated in the programme along with plantation inside the park premises.
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Independence Day Celebration

15™ August Park celebrates Independence Day by hoisting National Flag in front of the Park
Area with some visitors and all of her Staffs. Then sweet was distributed to the participants of
the programme along with plantation inside the park premises. They have planted Guava,
Amla and some other fruit plants.
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Nature Study Camp of Surendra Institute of Engineering & Management (SIEM)

A Nature Awareness Camp has been organised by the Surendra Institute of Engineering and
Management (SIEM) with collaboration of SNAP in Bengal Safari on 16" August, 2018. 30
students, 1 teacher, 1 NGO personnel participated in the programme. They visited the safari,
Medicinal Plants garden and the Zoo with the Biologist and Researchers of Bengal Safari. Dr.
Rajib Biswas delivered nature awareness lecture and helped them to identify different
ecological components of the park ecosystem. Mr. Aditya Mitra deliverd lecture regarding
Zoo animals care. NGO personnel delivered a lecture on identification of venomous and non
venomous snakes of North Bengal in the Seminar Hall of Bengal Safari.
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Nature Study Camp of Jalpaiguri Govt Girls High School

On 2" September, 2018 another Nature Study Camp has been organised in the Park by
Jalpaiguri Government Girls High School with SNAP. 55 students and 5 teachers and 15
NGO Personnel have been participated in the camp. Participants visited the safari, Medicinal
Plants garden and the Zoo with the Biologist and Researchers of Bengal Safari. Researchers
and Biologist guided them and made them aware regarding Nature, Wild Life and Ecosystem
of Bengal Safari. Dr. Rajib Biswas delivered a lecture on Captive and free living Biodiversity
of Bengal Safari and Mr. Aditya Mitra deliverd lecture regarding Zoo animals care. NGO
personnel delivered nature awareness lectures on Elephants, Snake and Rhino.
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Publication in Banabithi

Biologist Mr. Aditya Mitra published his beautiful and informative Article “Latpanchar, The
abode of the Rufous-necked Hornbill” in Banabithi of Banomahotsav Issue, July, 2018.
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VETERINARY CORNER

Naming of Tiger Cubs

Shila, the female tigress of Bengal Safari had delivered three cubs on 11™ May, 2018. Among
which one is a white tiger. Recently the three cubs had been named Rika, Kika and Ika by the
honbl’e Chief Minister of West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee.
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Inspection by Health Advisory Committee

For the better management of the Park, the Health Advisory Committee constituted by the
ARD Department, Govt. of West Bengal made an inspection on the 13" of September, 2018.
The members were quite satisfied with the management and gave their valuable suggestions
regarding the better management of the Park.
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ANIMALS’ CORNER

Quarterly (July-September, 2018) Inventory of Animals

Sl. | SPECIES
No. | NAME ANIMAL NAME | SCIENTIFIC NAME BIRTHS ACQUISITIONS

M|F|U|M| F | U

Endangered Species (Schedule I and II)

1 | Mammal | Leopard Common | Panthera pardus ‘ 0 | 0 | 0 ‘ 0 ‘ 3 | 0
Other than Endangered Species
2 | Bird Pheasant Golden | Chrysolophus pictus 0[O0 |20 0 0
Pheasant Lady Chrysolophus
3 | Bird Ambherst’s amherstiae 0010 1 1 0
GrandTotal | 0 | 0 | 2 1 4 0

N.B.: 3 rescued leopard cubs acquired in this quarter are under veterinary observation and care.

VISITORS’ CORNER

Visit of Prof. Sudip Barat

On 01.08.2018, Dr. Sudip Barat, Professor, Department of Zoology, University of North
Bengal visited the Park and Fish Pond. Various ideas pertaining to composite fish culture and
ornamental fish culture were suggested by him for the enhancement of park’s beautification,
enrichments and economy.
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Visit of Dr. B.R. Sharma

On 21.08.2018, Dr. B. R. Sharma, IFS, ex-Member Secretary visited the Park. During the
visit he gives us some most valuable ideas to improve zoo for better caring of captive animals
and also make the park more attractive to visitors.
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Institution Visits

SL.No Date Name Of Institution No Of Teachers | No Of Students
1 18.07.2018 | Disha 1 155
2 20.07.2018 | Sri Sri Academy 3 18
3 21.07.2018 | Siliguri Netaji High School (H.S.) 14 63
4 25.07.2018 | Rohini MSK 4 19
5 27.07.2018 | Un Known 4 48
6 10.08.2018 | IIAS School of Management 3 46
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7 02.09.2018 | Govt. Girls High School 14 48
8 08.09.2018 | Kamala Kanta High School 5 25
9 12.09.2018 | Madrasa Rizvia Gosulwara 4 35
10 25.09.2018 | Suba Bai School 12 37
11 29.09.2018 | Siliguri Model High School (Sr.) 11 101
12 29.09.2018 | Margaret (S.N.) English School 2 26
Dignitaries & Their Comments
Date of Visit Name Designation Comments
10.07.2018 | N.V.Raja Shekar | APCCF (HQ) | The Bengali Safari has shaped up well. The ambience
Kolkata is very good. Very well maintenance. All the best in
the future plan.
22.08.2018 | A.K. Pradhan WBEFS Well maintained..
1 Assistant
Instructor and 60
FG (trainee)
29.08.2018 | Gourishankar Writer T O CIE @EEPIFIAcS | bl S8R0 oK |
Bhattacharyee
and Jharna
Bhattacharyee
Visitor Database
CATEGORIES JULY 2018 | AUGUST 2018 | SEPTEMBER 2018
No of Zoo Visit 3825 5076 2184
No of Herbivore Safari Visit 658 245 0
No of Elephant Ride Visit 164 133 157
No of Tiger Safari Visit 1516 1632 897
No of Combo Package 1 Visit 4291 3404 3056
No of Combo Package 2 Visit 737 0 0
No of Grand Safari Visit 7265 6390 5245
No. of Zoo (Students Celebration) Visit 0 0 0
No of Zoo (Online) Visit 50 64 33
No of Elephant Ride (Online) Visit 27 43 14
No of Herbivore Safari (Online) Visit 0 0 0
No of Tiger Safari (Online) Visit 24 0 0
No of Combo Package 1 (Online) Visit 97 41 32
No of Combo Package 2 (Online) Visit 53 0 0
No of Grand Safari (Online) Visit 485 499 246
Camera 2 3 3
DISCOUNT 11400 2800 14180
NET REVENUE (Rs.) 2250955 1892920 1505795
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VISITOR FACILITIES

To cater to different needs of visitors during their visit in the park , some of the new facilities introduced recently are
— Swing for Wheelchair Users and availability of Medical Assistant for providing first aid and necessary medication
during injuries within the park premises. Other facilities for visitors include: Cloak Room, Souvenir Shop, Wheel
Chair, Normal and Chilled Certified Drinking Water, Washroom, Cafeteria and Canteen, Children playing area,
sitting arrangements, First aid, Leaflets and Bag.

CONTACT

North Bengal Wild Animals Park

5t Mile, Sevoke Road,Salugara, Siliguri

Dist. Jalpaiguri, Pin. 734008

West Bengal

Website: http://www.northbengalwildanimalspark.in

E-mail: dirnbwap@gmail.com
Mobile No.: +91 98320 42165; +91 82319 04905 (IUR)




