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‘ Staff Corner: /

Welcoming of Assistant Director, NBWAP :
On 29th August 2023 Bengal Safari
welcomed Sri Abhishek Chowdhury, WBEFS,
as the new Assistant Director of the park. He
previously held the esteemed position of
ADFO in the Purulia Division.

From the Director’s Desk: Inauguration Activities:

It is with immense pleasure and pride that | Inauguration of Nakhsatra Vanam, New
address you from the Director's desk for the Tree House Extension, Water ATMs and P4
July to September session of our newsletter. LED screen of NIC :

This period has seen significant developments On August 26, 2023, an auspicious occasion
that I am excited to share with you. unfolded as the Hon'ble MIC Forests of West

Bengal inaugurated several noteworthy
initiatives. The ceremony marked the
unveiling of Nakhsatra Vanam, a unique
medicinal plant garden where astrology
intersects with the realm of plants.

The inaugquration of Nakhsatra Vanam, the new
tree house extension, water ATMs, and the
installation of a Giant P4 screen at NIC by the

Hon'ble MIC Forests of the Government of West Additionally, the event celebrated the
Bengal mark important milestones for us. These unveiling of a new tree house extension, the
initiatives reflect our commitment to introduction of Water ATMs, and the
environmental conservation and the promotion installation of a P4 LED screen at the Nature
of nature-based activities. Interpretation Centre.

Throughout this quarter, we have been fervently This grand inauguration took place in the

presence of esteemed dignitaries, including
Sri Debal Ray, IFS, PCCF & CWLW, West
Bengal; Sri V.K. Sood, IFS, PCCF & MD,
WBFDCL; Sri S. Chaudhuri, IFS, APCCF &
Member Secretary, WBZA; Sri Ujjal Ghosh,

engaged in educational programs designed to
raise awareness and foster a love for the
natural world. Our seminars, workshops,
quizzes, plantations, poster making, animal

mask making, extempore, animal talk, and IFS, Addl PCCF (North), and several other
dressing up as animals have all been met with senior forest officials from North Bengal.
enthusiasm. We've aligned our activities with The event was a momentous occasion,
key dates such as World Zoonoses Day, symbolizing our commitment to
International Tiger Day, World Elephant Day, environmental  conservation and the
and International Rhino Day, reinforcing our integration of nature with innovative
dedication to wildlife protection. approaches.

Lastly, we're delighted to share the
heartwarming news of the arrival of newborn
tiger cubs of Rika. This is a testament to our
commitment to the conservation of these
magnificent creatures, and we look forward to
witnessing their growth and progress in the
coming months.

We hope this update gives you a glimpse into
the exciting happenings at our park. Thank you
for your continued support, and we look

forward to sharing more updates with you soon.

Kamal Sarkar WBFS
Director
North Bengal Wild Animals Park
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We are thrilled to announce a remarkable achievement for Bengal Safari.

The North Bengal Wild Animals Park popularly known as Bengal Safari have been
bestowed with the prestigious title of "Best Green Investment Tourism Unit" by
The Himalayan Hospitality and Tourism Development Network in association

with the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, Eastern Regional Office, %

Kolkata, .

This award underscores our unwavering commitment to sustainable and eco-
friendly tourism practices, reflecting our dedication to environmental
conservation and responsible tourism. Bengal Safari is immensely proud to receive
this recognition, which further motivates us to continue our efforts in promoting
green tourism.

We extend our gratitude to our dedicated team and the Ministry of Tourism for
their support. This achievement reaffirms our commitment to preserving the
natural beauty and biodiversity of our region while providing exceptional
hospitality to our visitors.




Educational Activities: /
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Celebration of World Zoonoses Day
06.07.2023

In commemoration of World Zoonosis Day, on 5th July 2028,
the North Bengal Wild Animal Park (NBWAP) organized a
comprehensive one-day workshop at the Nature Interpretation
Centre of Bengal Safari. This hands[Jon workshop focused on
various aspects of bird care, including handling techniques,
dietary requirements, enrichment activities, early disease
detection, and maintaining biosecurity in aviaries. The event
garnered significant participation from professionals in the
field, including Mr. Indranil Bhattacharya - an esteemed avian
expert, as well as the Director, Assistant Director, Range Officer,
and other forest officials from NBWAP. Attended by 60
dedicated zoo keepers from different zoos located in West
Bengal, this workshop served as a valuable platform for
enhancing knowledge and practical skills related to biosecurity
measures in aviaries. Participants had the opportunity to gain a
deeper understanding of the significance of biosecurity
practices while also gaining hands-on experience with bird
handling and disease detection techniques. By providing new
knowledge and insights into these critical areas of animal care,
the workshop equipped zookeepers with enhanced abilities to
ensure optimal care for exotic birds housed within their
respective zoos.

Banmahotsav 2023 Event
14.07.2023 to 20.07.2023

In an effort to promote environmental conservation, a week-long plantation drive was held at the North Bengal
Wild Animals Park (Bengal Safari) as part of the Banmahotsav 2023 event. The event was attended by a diverse
group of participants including students, forest officials, zoo staff, and visitors. The initiative was successful in
planting approximately 1500 indigenous grafted fruit saplings in various areas within the zoo.



International Tiger Day observance at NBWAP
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On July 29th 2023, North Bengal Wild Animals Park celebrated a spectacular event to mark International Tiger Day.
The day was made even more special with over 100 students from St. Michael School for Girls in Siliguri in
participation. The event was attended by forest officials and included a range of exciting activities, including talks
on tiger conservation, a tour of the tiger safari, and a documentary screening on tiger conservation. The students
were also treated to fun activities such as tiger face mask decorating and dressing up as tigers. The event was a
tremendous success, with the students displaying remarkable enthusiasm and involvement throughout the day.

International Moon Bear Day
Celebrated on 8th July 2023
with Adorable Video of Playful
Moon Bear.

In honor of International Moon
Bear Day, a video of an adorable
Moon bear named Dhruba was
shared online. The video
captured  Dhruba  happily
wandering around the safari
area, bringing joy to all who
watched it.  Visitors were
delighted when Dhruba
suddenly stood ~ up ' and
attempted to interact with them,
adding to the joyous experience.

On 15th August 2023 Bengal Safari
commemorated 77th Independence Day by
paying tribute to our nation's remarkable
journey towards freedom and unity.




Celebration of World Elephant Day at NBWAP
12.08.2023

To commemorate World Elephant Day, national parks, sanctuaries, and zoos in North Bengal held an event in high
spirits. The North Bengal Wild Animals Park, commonly known as Bengal Safari, was the host venue for the
celebration, which included participation from a variety of groups, including school students, NGOs, JFMC
members, and forest staff. The goal of the event was to raise awareness about the conservation of these vital animals.
The celebration was graced by Sri Rajendra Jhakher, IFS, CCF, Wildlife North Circle, and other high-ranking forest
officials.

Several notable schools, including Salugara High School, Bagdogra Balika Vidyalaya (H.S), Chowpukuha J H S,
Nishkalanka Mata English School, KGTM College, Ramakrishna Mission, Smile Group (NGO), and many others,
participated in the event. Students joined the procession to save elephants, demonstrating their reverence for the
animals and raising awareness among the public about the cause. The students also participated in numerous
activities, including a cake cutting ceremony, quiz competition, extempore speeches, recitation, clay model making,
mask making, and a poster making competition.

The event began with students feeding the elephants, fostering a sense of empathy and connection with these
majestic creatures. It concluded with a prize distribution ceremony, which added an unforgettable touch to the
celebration.
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Celebration of International Rhino Day at NBWAP ".
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North Bengal Wild Animals Park hosted a special event in honor of International Rhino Day alongside students
from Vidyasagar School, Naxalbari. The celebration offered a range of activities, including creative competitions
such as mask-making and model-building, bringing attention to the importance of rhino conservation. The event
also included a vibrant procession and a visit to Rhino Bheem, making it a memorable experience for everyone
involved.
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Veterinary Activities /

J

Rescue and Rehabilitation of wild animals carried out by the zoo:

The rescue and rehabilitation of wild animals is an important aspect of Bengal Safari's mission to promote
wildlife conservation. By providing top-quality treatment and care to rescued animals, the park is able to
successfully manage and rear these species before releasing them back into the wild or handing them over to
the respective forest department authorities and other zoos.

Here are some of the animals and birds that were rescued and treated at the park veterinary hospital between
July and September 2023:
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Bengal Safari takes pride in its ability to nurse these animals back to health and contribute to the conservation
of these species.

Animal Corner: /

J

Welcoming the Newest Additions:
The Arrival of Rika's Tiger Cubs :

Introduction: At the North Bengal Wild Animals Park, we are thrilled to announce the birth of three precious
Royal Bengal Tiger cubs, born to our beloved tiger, Rika. These cubs represent a significant addition to our
zoo's wildlife family. Rika's remarkable journey into motherhood began on August 19, 2023, when she gave
birth to three healthy cubs, marking a momentous occasion in our conservation efforts.

The Pregnancy and Gestation Period: Rika, a female Royal Bengal Tiger, is the offspring of Sheela and
Shnesasis and was born on May 11, 2018. After confirming her pregnancy, she underwent a full and healthy
gestation period lasting 102 days, highlighting her excellent health and care provided by our dedicated staff.

The Birth: On August 19, 2023, Rika brought three robust and typical orange-hued cubs into the world. The
birth took place with exceptional precision, each cub arriving at a different time in the early morning. The first
cub was born at 12:49 am, followed by the second at 1:40 am, and the third at 2:39 am.

Gender and Appearance: Among Rika's three cubs, two are male and one is female. All three cubs exhibit the
standard, striking orange hue characteristic of Royal Bengal Tigers. Their sizes are within the expected range
for healthy tiger cubs, giving us hope for their robust development.

Maternal Care: Rika has demonstrated remarkable adaptability to motherhood. Her swift and adept response
to the needs of her cubs has been essential in ensuring their thriving health and continued well-being. The
immediate maternal care provided by Rika is a testament to the dedication of our tiger family to the nurturing
of the next generation of this magnificent species.

The birth of these three tiger cubs is a cause for celebration at the North Bengal Wild Animals Park. It signifies
our continued commitment to wildlife conservation and the protection of these iconic animals. We look
forward to watching these cubs grow and contribute to the preservation of the Royal Bengal Tiger population.
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Adoption Activities:

The following is the list of Adopters who adopted the wild animals of Bengal Safari
Park from July to September 2023:

We are thrilled to share with you the list of incredible individuals who have adopted wild animals from Bengal
Safari Park between July to September 2023. By adopting these animals, they are helping to support the park's
efforts in wildlife conservation and providing much-needed care for these magnificent creatures.

Here is a list of our amazing adopters:

5L Nnme sl (ke | Scieobiflic Xome Name amd address of the | Eate of | Peried of | Maonihs
Mo | Animal Adopter Adaption Adoption
{Ansualiviiio
by i
1 Tndian Pova crigimine N Satyam Chhetn B 5000 foc ] | 0307 023 w0
Peatowd Ealasmjcqe, Sushogtanagar. FERT 02.07.2024
Dagjeling. West Bemzal.
P 735012
2 Achl Palen | Paivden o MEss Aarva Tripathi Bs 15000 for | 24.07T M3 w
Civet haraeapiradites | 1462231 € Lukergung 1 year T3.07.2024
Alzhabad Uoar Pradesh
Pin- 21130
L5 Asiaic Black | Trsus thidetamus | Dr. Sulirtha Sarkar on behalf’ | Re. 40000 fer | 3L07.2023 0
Bear {Cuk) of Mfizs Adrga Sarkear Lmar 30032024
Bagati, Bhakls, Basirhat- |
farth 24 Palganas, Wedal Faly
Bengal, Fin- 743432
4 Commot Aanrhera parnyvr | M Am| Gopa cs bebalf of | Bs. 100,000 307K o
Liopard Wangeede 21 Computes for 1 yuar 30.07,2024
Fores Bosd Chasd miazh,
Daxjeeling, West Bengal
Pin- 734101
%, Hidl Mbvina Graciia Amab Chakrabarty & Pz 3000 Forl | 3107 M3
redigiasa Chhanda Chalmabory WEAr 10.07 2034
1 Mo, Sarves Boss Boad,
Shivmandic, PO
Badameala, Dist: Darjeeling
Bin. 73201 |
f Fishing Cat | Priomaiiurs Mantoch Barman B 30000 for | %108 MIES 40 Agast
(Bhupen) vl e s Salugars, Rejpan], Ixlpaigus 1 wear W08, 1024
West Bengal Piu- 734108
T Spotted Deer | Avetarie Parbel Saha Fla, 1000800 fsy Q.08 MIdw | September
[Doe) Bitaihat, Coochbehar, West L year 01.00 1024
Bengal, 134147

' We are grateful for their commitment to animal welfare and their generous contributions to the park. Their
- support helps ensure that these animals receive the care and protection they need to thrive.

ADOPTER

ADRIJA SARKAR
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Research Corner:

Research Update:

Project 1: Captive Breeding & Management of Bengal Tiger" is in progress

The research scholar is currently immersed in a behavioral study that centers on the in-house tigers, with a
specific focus on the mother-cub relationship involving Rika and her offspring. As of now, she has
accomplished several project objectives and has subsequently submitted them for evaluation:

1.The behavioral pattern of captive tigers in enclosures vs safari areas,

2.Enclosure utilization of each tiger at NBWAP and,

3.Determination of the frequency of occurrence of resting, exploring, and stereotypic behavior in captive
tigers at NBWAP.

As part of the final compilation of data, behavioral observation will continue to be conducted in combination
with the evaluation and improvement of interim reports.

Project 2: The Study on Dung/Scat Analysis of Herbivore Animals in North Bengal Wild Animals Park to
Analyze Presence of Gut Parasites

The Research Assistant, NBWAP has taken up the responsibility for the project and, in the current quarter,
has conducted a comprehensive analysis of 247 stool samples to detect gastrointestinal parasites. The Project
Report with the first chapter, encompassing the introduction and literature review, has been completed,
meticulously reviewed, revised, and finalized. Currently, the analysis of more samples and the writing of the
report's second chapter are being worked on.

Project 3: The Study of Hematological and Biochemical Values of Captive Asiatic Elephant (Elephas
maximus)

The Research Scholar has conducted blood analysis of the inhouse captive elephants of NBWAP. Multiple
analysis from the same serum/ whole blood sample was done in this preliminary investigation. The initial
chapters on introduction and literature review was completed and submitted to the respective sections for
review. Communication for blood sample collection of captive elephants at Gormara National Park and
Jaldapara National Park is in progress.

rts.




Visitors Corner:

The following is the list of Schools/Colleges/others who visited the Bengal Safari Park

for their educational tour:

Date

Mame of the
school/College fOther
Organisation

Mo. Of students/
trainees

Mo. of
teachers/faculty

Total

05072023 &
1507 2023

FTRHQ B5F NORTH
BEMGAL

80

10

aa

14.07.2023t0
20072023

STUDEMTS FROM TEA
GARDEN AREAS
RURAL AREA OF
KETUHSABUR JOTE,
RAKANMIOTE,
KILARAMIOTEAND
OTHER AREAS.

115

120

29.07.2023

5T.MICHEIL 3CHOOL
FOR GIRLS, SILIGURI

106

1a7

04.08.2023

112™BATCH DR/FR &
TO™BATCHF.G.
TRAIMNEES, WEST
BEMGAL FOREST
SCHOOL, DOWHILL

76

78

12.08.2023

SMILE GROUP NGO &
STUDEMNTS OF
BAGDOGRA BALIKA
VIDYALAYA,
MISHEALANEA MATA
HIGHSCHOOL,
CHOWPUEKURIA 1R
S5CHOOL, BAGDOGRA
CHITTARANIAN HIGH
SCHOOL, HALAL HIGH
MADRASHA, KGTM
COLLEGE

55

&0

12.08.2023

SALUGARA HIGH
SCHOOL, SALUGARA

08.09.2023

17™ BATCH ONE
MONTH PROMOTEE
F.G TRAINING
COURSE, WEST
BEMGAL FOREST
SCHOOL, DOWHILL

19.09.2023

KAKDWIP 5HISHU
SHIESHAYATAN HIGH
SCHOOL (H.5), SOUTH
24 PARGANAS

We are committed to providing an engaging and educational experience for all visitors, and we look
forward to hosting many more schools, colleges, and organizations in the future.




Visit of Dignitaries:

Date Dignitaries
23.08.2023 lustice Tapabrata Chakraborty, ludge, High Court Calcutta.
26.08.2023 Sri. Jyotipriva Mallick, Minister In Charge Forests, Government of West
Bengal
30.09.2023 Justice Kausik Chanda, Judge, High Court Calcutia.
01.09.2023 Sri. Lakshman Prasad Acharya, Governor of Sikkim
Visitors database: oy <
S g
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INTERNATIONAL CLOUDED INTERESTING FACTS ON
LEOPARD DAY ALY SCARLET MACAW
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Bengal Safari on the News Page
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CONTACT

Email Id- dirnbwap@gmail.com / eduresearch.bs@gmail.com
Website- www.northbengalwildanimalspark.in
5th Mile, Sevoke Road, Salugara, Siliguri, West bengal 734008
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