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In This Issue

We welcome you to another issue of Banabandhu. The Park in this quarter saw a
reasonable good tourist response from the newly added Asiatic Black Bear
Safari. We had conducted a random visitor survey during the entire month of
January, where visitors were provided with questionnaires and calendars for the
New Year. While most of the comments and remarks were positive there were
few comments that actually helped us rectify our hospitality to make visitor
experience more joyful. People, especially children preferred to see the tiger
more than the other animals. The buses, playground, signages were also quite
appreciated.

We took efforts to reach out to people with unique messages on
different days by conducting events and awareness programmes on days of
environment as well as public relevance. The Selfie Contest was a major craze as
youths identified with it. We also came up with ideas to celebrate Valentine’s
Week with relevance to Zoo scenario.

The Park was fortunate to have a very good breeding response in
Spotted Deer during this quarter. As is the circle of life, we lost a few Spotted
Deer to old age. We would take this opportunity to pay tribute to Sudan, the last
male Northern White Rhinoceros, who died on 19" March, 2018 and is survived
by his daughter and granddaughter. His death is a cruel symbol of human
disregard for nature. The species might face extinction soon. It is for us to decide
and choose our future. The power of a better, greener world rests in the hands of
mankind.




|EVENTS’ CORNER

Inauguration of Asiatic Black Bear Safari and Fishing Cat Enclosure

Bengal Safari added another feather to her hat by opening the Asiatic Black Bear Safari for
visitors. The safari was inaugurated by Hon’ble MIC, Deptartment of Forests, WB, Sri Binay
Krishna Barman and Hon’ble MIC, Department of tourism, WB, Sri Gautam Deb on 11t
January, 2018 along the Forest Secretary and PCCFs. The Hon’ble ministers also inaugurated
the Fishing Cat enclosure on the same day.
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Selfie Contest
12t January is celebrated as
the birth anniversary of

Swami Vivekananda as well gmw ﬁﬁmﬁ—q
as National Youth Day. 3

Bengal Safari had organised 2 .
a Selfie contest from 120 to = 7 @Wwﬁw TS A TR Rfow ames Trp

21%t January for visitors. In

the age of selfies the park
encouraged people to click
selfies inside the park
premises, except with or in
front of animals and upload
the same on her facebook
page. The contest ended on
215t January which marks the
foundation day of the park.
The selfies with maximum
likes were declared winners
on 22" January. Ms. Atasi
Mandal of Kolkata bagged
the 1%t prize, while Mr.
Anikesh Baishya and Mr.
Dipankar Paul were declared
2nd and 3 respectively.
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Netaji Birth Anniversary Celebration

Bengal Safari commemorated the national hero Subhas
Chandra Bose by celebrating his birth anniversary on 23
January, 2018 with kids of visitors. The event was
presided by our very own Gambe daju (Security
Supersvisor), who enlightened the kids on the many
braveries of Bose and his struggle for independence.
Children felicitated the hero with flowers and garlands
and later on the park provided them with tiffin.

AR TOTS TOR TY TR T SUAP

i 290 TR @R (& S [P T GRS Il

| freme T EPNRE W FE | SRR So BF TeEE
fFrrrer Aty A/ ToER R Emg | PR Frew meiR

GRe ¢ Fred I INE | R R R R A R

o = = |

Workshops

The West Bengal Zoo Authority had organised a 2 day workshop on "Enrichment Of Animal
Enclosures in Zoos" on 30th and 31st January, 2018 at Zoological Garden, Alipore. The Chief
Guests of honour included, Dr. D.N. Singh, Member Secretary, CZA, Mr. V.K.Yadav,
Member Secretary, WBZA, Dr. Sushant Chowdhury, Ex-Senior Professor, Wil and Dr. B.K
Gupta, Evaluating & Monitoring Officer, CZA. The workshop include Directors, DFOs,
ADFOs and Biologists of Zoological Garden Alipore, Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological
Park, North Bengal Wild Animals Park, Junglehal Zoological Park, Bardhaman Zoological
Park, Sundarban Wild Animals Park, Rasikbeel Mini Zoo, Surulia Mini Zoo, Garchumuk
Deer Park, South Khairbari Rescue Centre, New Town Deer Parkas as participants.
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Dignitary Visits

The Evaluating and Monitoring
Officer, Central Zoo Authority, Dr
B.K. Gupta and the Member
Secretary, WBZA, Mr. V.K.
Yadav along with Smt Alka Yadav
visited the park on 3" February,
2018. The dignitaries praised the
signages and upkeep of the park
while suggesting few minor
changes for the betterment.

Workshop on Enrichment Of Animal Enclosures in Zoos
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Valentine’s Week Celebration
The Park celebrated valentine’s
week with different events. On
8" February, visitors were
given chocolates to celebrate
Chocolate Day, 10" February
which is known as Teddy Day
was celebrated by distributing
Black Bear masks to visitors in
a bid to conserve the Asiatic
Black Bear. On 14™ February,
i.e. on \Valentine’s Day,
Greeting cards were distributed
among visitors. The cards had
animals printed on them with a
distinct message to protect
nature and wildlife against
climate change. Even the heart
on the card was kept green to
symbolise love for nature.
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Word Wildlife Day Celebration

Bengal Safari celebrated World Wildlife Day on 3
March, 2018 with different college students of Siliguri,
by organising a poster making competition themed on
Wildlif , threats and conservation. Around 20 students
participated in the competition and Ms. Pallavi
Bhowmick of Pragati College was selected to be the
winner. Later on the students were taken around the
park for nature identification and safari.
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ANIMALS’ CORNER

Animals Acquired In This Quarter

Sex ratio
SI No. Date Animals M F (V] Acquired From

1 05.02.2018 | Spotted Deer 7 (10 |0 Tata Steel Zoological Society, Tatanagar

2 04.02.2018 | Spotted Deer 9 |17 |0 Tata Steel Zoological Society

Wild Animals Rescue & Transit Facility Centre,
3 05.01.2018 | Fishing Cat 1 0 0 | Salt Lake, Kolkata

Animals Disposed In This Quarter

Sex
Sl No. Date Animals ratio Acquired From
Blue and Yellow
1 21.03.2018 Macaw 0:0:2 Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park
2 23.03.2018 Sambar 1:0:0 Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park




Institution Visits

VISITORS’ CORNER |

Sl.No Date Name Of Institution No Of Teacher | No Of Students

1 30.01.2018 Little Flowers’ English School (Nepal) 03 117

2 30.01.2018 |Victoria Public School, Siliguri 13 112

3 02.02.2018 |Orchid Montessori House 30 70

4 02.02.2018 |Sacred Heart School 03 65

5 03.02.2018 |Sacred Heart School 03 89

6 04.02.2018 |Modi Public School 04 85

7 09.02.2018 |[Mahbert High School 05 119

8 13.02.2018 [St. Joseph’s High School 08 105

9 16.02.2018 Birla Divya Jyoti School 07 130

10 17.02.2018 |Caesar School Mal 06 130

11 21.02.2018 |Hakimpara Balika Vidyalay 03 30

12 23.02.2018 |Purbanchal High School 06 119

13 23.02.2018 |Ksheti High School 07 40

14 28.02.2018 |Dr. I.B. Thapa Nepali Vidyalaya, 02 34

Siliguri

15 08.03.2018 |Rabindranath H.S. School 04 26

16 08.03.2018 |Goti High School 09 22

17 10.03.2018 |St. Maria gorethi Girls” high School 06 153

18 21.03.2018 [Himali Boarding School, Kurseong 10 44
Visitor Database

JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH,2018
2018 2018

No of Zoo Visit : 13480 3973 99665
No of Herbivore Safari Visit : 0 0 0
No of Elephant Ride Visit : 370 264 76500
No of Tiger Safari Visit : 4358 1950 119650
No of Combo Package 1 Visit : 11782 4233 513000
No of Combo Package 2 Visit : 7882 8001 1427700
No of Zoo (Online) Visit : 302 19 0
No of Elephant Ride (Online) Visit : 71 38 0
No of Herbivore Safari (Online) Visit : 100 0 0
No of Tiger Safari (Online) Visit : 193 47 0
No of Combo Package 1 (Online) Visit : 690 68 0
No of Combo Package 2 (Online) Visit : 375 224 0
Camera : 11 3 300
DISCOUNT 19200 28834 6850
NET REVENUE (Rs.) 30,44,695 18,73,086 22,29 965




ARTICLES’ CORNER

Northern white rhino: Last male Sudan dies in Kenya

Sudan, who was 45, lived at the Ol Pejeta Conservancy in Kenya. He was put to sleep
on 19™ March, 2018 after age-related complications worsened significantly. His death leaves
only two females - his daughter and granddaughter - of the subspecies alive in the world.

Hope for preserving the northern white rhino now lies in developing in vitro fertilisation
(IVF) techniques.

Rhinoceroses - of
which there are five species -
are the second-largest land
mammal after elephants. The
] white rhinoceros consists of
' two sub-species: the southern
white rhino and the much
rarer and critically endangered
northern white rhino. Sudan,
who was the equivalent of 90
in human years, was the last
surviving male of the rarer

variety after the natural death of a second male in late 2014.The subspecies'
population in Uganda, Central African Republic, Sudan and Chad was largely wiped out
during the poaching crisis of the 1970s and 1980s. Poaching was fuelled by demand for rhino
horn for use in traditional Chinese medicine, and for dagger handles in Yemen. The last few
dozen wild northern white rhinos in the Democratic Republic of Congo had been killed by
the early 2000s. By 2008, the northern white rhino was considered extinct in the wild,
according to WWEF, the global environment campaign.

The elderly rhino was being treated for degenerative changes in his muscles and
bones, combined with extensive skin wounds. Unable to stand up and suffering a great deal in
his last 24 hours, Sudan was put down by veterinarians at the Ol Pejeta Conservancy. Sudan's
genetic material was collected on Monday, conservationists said, to support future attempts to
preserve the subspecies. The plan is to use stored sperm from several northern white rhino
males, and eggs from the remaining younger females, and implant the embryo in a surrogate
southern white rhino. Rhino IVF is a radically new procedure and could cost as much as
$10m (£7.1m). It still gives conservationists hope that Najin and Fatu will be able to have
their own calves one day.

CONTACT
North Bengal Wild Animals Park
(Bengal Safarti)
5th Mile, Sevoke Road, Salugara
Siliguri, West Bengal 734008
Phn: 082319 04905



