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The highs and lows of
caring for zoo species

- By Aditya Mitra, Biologist

One of the most popular Disney films, *The Lion King”
highlights the concept of the circle of life where there are
four keyv stages-birth, growth, reproduction and death.

With many similarities to this film, the natural circle of life plays
out in zoos. We celebrate new births and mourn the loss of the
animals in our care. In general. the animals at Bengal Safari live
longer than their wild cousins due to continual advancements in
medical care and husbandry, access to high quality speciahized
diets, freedom from predators and habitat loss, and the
unwavering dedication of veterinary and animal care staff to see
them through each stage of their lives. What many people may
not realize 1s that the natural circle of life for an animal can range
from only a few months to several decades depending on the

species.

The zoo has seen some significant births over the past year,
including Red Junglefowl, Spotted deer. Sambar and Barking
deer. And just as i human families, newborns require special
care beyond what the parents can provide.

Transferring animals between zoos 1s often necessary to provide
for the reproductive stage of an ammmal’s lhife and to maximize
genetic diversity of the population in zoos. While it can be sad for
zoo staff and supporters to see an animal leave the zoo family,
there is greater comfort in knowing that the move will allow the
individual animal to fulfill another stage of its natural life and

benefit its species as awhole.

Despite the high quality of care and nutrition zoo animals
receive, death 1s sadly an inevitable part of the circle of life- the
same as 1t 15 in the wild. Infrequently, this death may be
premature due to a variety of reasons such as serious disease,
mappropriate parenting skills mn a first-ime mother, or the
common behavior in wild animals to conceal illness at all costs to
avoid predators. When an animal dies, we perform a post
mortem, or necroscopy tolearn from the death.

Thus the circle of life should be celebrated as we continue our
work knowing that if we don’t many species simply won’t
survive.
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INAUGURATION OF TIGER SAFARI AND
DIFFERENT OTHER PROJECTS

The North Bengal Wild Animals Park had acquired a pair of tigers from
Alipore Zoo in December and the animals had been kept in quarantine
for more than 3 weeks. On 22- January, 2017, the hon'bl Chief Minister
of West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee inaugurated the much awaited Tiger
Safari along with the Administrative Office, Veterinary Hospital,
Commissary Unit and the Cafeteria from Kurseong.
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EVENT ORGANISED BY THE RED CROSS SOCIETY

On the 7- of February, 2017, the Red Cross Society of India organized a
one day event at the Park along with students of various schools. The
event included felicitation of hon’bl MIC, Tourism, Sn Gautam Deb
followed by a guided tour of the Park, where the students were taught

about the various aspects of biodiversity and conservation.
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YEARLY MEET OF STATE POLLUTION
CONTROL BOARD

The State Pollution Control Board organized a vearly meet on the 16 of
February at the park premises along with dignitaries and students of
various schools. The students were informed about the daily
degradation of biodiversity and how to reduce pollution. The event

came to a close with a guided tour of the Safan.
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BENGAL TRAVEL MART

The Park participated in the 5 day fair organized by the tourism dept, at
Sihigurt every vear. The stall was visited by both common visitors as
well as vartous national tour operators. People showed deep interest to

visit the park.
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CELEBRATION OF WORLD FORESTRY DAY

The park celebrated its first International Forestry Day on 21- March,
2017, by organizing a wall painting competition by students of various
schools. While each school brought out unique messages in their
creation, the 1+, 2- and 3~ positions were occupied by Saradamani Girl's
High School, Sarada Shishutirtha School and BSF Senior Secondary
School respectively.
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Z00 KEEPERS' TRAINING WORKSHOP
ORGANISED BY DARIJEELING 200

A5 day Zoo Keepers' Training workshop was organised by the Padmaja
Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjecling, from 15th February,
2017 to 19th February, 2017, where 2 Zoo Keepers from each of the 11
zoos/deer Parks of West Bengal participated. Mr. Hem Kumar
Mahapatra and Mr. Ranjit Thapa represented Bengal Safari in the

workshop.
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North Bengal Wild Animals Park (Bengal Safari)
— A hotspot for Hornbill diversity and sighting

- By Namrata Ghosh,
Research Scholar
The spectacular avifaunal diversity of North Bengal Wild Amimals Park (Bengal Safan)
comprises of some remarkable species of birds such as Hombills. The umique ornamental
appearance and peculiar nesting behaviour marks them as distinet species.  The hombills are
called by various names as Dhanesh, Bagma Dhanesh, Putial Dhanesh, Raj dhanesh in Bengali
and Homrai and Banrao in Nepali, both denotes “King of the forest”. The presence of Hornbills
in the North Bengal Wild Animals Park (Bengal Safari) is subjected to the dry deciduous
vegetation which the bird prefers as an ideal habitat. Amidst the anthropogenic disturbances
such as habitat loss, habitat fragmentation, the vegetation belt of this area comprising trees such
as  Ficus benghalensis (Bot), Shorea robusta (Sal), Lagerstroemia speciosa (Jarul), Aglaia
spectabilis (Lah), Terminalia bellivica (Bohera), Schima wallichii (Chilauni) provide these birds
suitable sites for making nest cavities, perching and roosting. The breeding season generally
ranges from January to May.

Some of the most charming and enjoyable venues for hornbill sighting within the park are -
on the trees alongside the aviaries and herbivore safan trails, Grey hornbills are often found to be
sighted m pairs throughout the day perching and roosting on the trees near the Ghanal
enclosures, the sweetness of their calls k-K-k-k-kae can be heard occasionally in the evenings
near the roadside trees in the Bengal Satan Park. The three most notable species of hornbull
reported in the Bengal Safar Park areaare:-

Oriental Pied Hornbill (Anthracoceros albirostris) - These are pretty black and
white medium sized birds with a broad vellow and black bill having high ridge like
casque ending front in a single point. Their neck is black and the base is white below
having black outer tail feathers. They are arboreal and mostly frugivorous. Food
comprises of fruits, small reptiles, fishes and small birds, termites etc. The nesting
season generally occurs in April-May. Their call is characterised by a variety of

squeals and crackles like k-k-ki-keee.

Indian Grey Hornbill (Ocyceros birostris) - These are greyv colour birds with an
enormous black and white curved hill surmounted by a casque. The tail is long and
extended. They occasionally feed in company with other frugivorus birds and are seen
flying from one tree to another chasing each other. A loud crackling sound k-k-k-kae
is charactenstic conversational notes. The nesting season is March-June.

Great Pied Hornbill (Buceros bicornis) - These birds are large black and white
coloured with a massive yvellow and black bill with a large concave topped casque.

The wings are black with two white bars. Neck, lower abdomen and tail white, the tail

has a black sub- terminal band. They are often found roosting in large gatherings. A
‘{'f_“ loud squeal of kok—kok 15 occasionally heard as their calls. The nesting season 1s
February-April. Food consists of chiefly wild figs. drupes, and animals such as
lizards, snakes, nestlings,

The hombills are well recognized lor their high nest- site fidehity, they return to the

same next cavity after year. The female encases hersell into a nest cavity and leaves
only a narrow passage through which male passes her food until the nesting period 15
completed. Hornbills play a sigmificant role as potential pollinators, shapers of forest

communities, bio-indicators and scavengers. As population of hornbills 1s primarily dependent




on the primary forest cover, the vegetation and the dominant trees of Bengal Salan serves as golden avenues for their
breeding and nesting aspects. Among the hornbills, the Great Pied Hornbill 1s Listed as Near Threatened species by
IUCN and mmcreasing urbanization 1s posing threat to the existence of all of these hornbill species. Hence increased

consclousness and monitoring, plantation of naturalised fruit trees are preliminary steps taken as conservational efforts

for survival of hornbills within the Bengal Safan Park area.
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STOCK OF ANIMALS AT THE PARK
5L No. Animals Sex Ratio | Total
| . Royal Bengal Tiger (Panthera tigris tigris, Linnaeus, 1758) 1:1:0 2
3 ‘ Indian One Horned Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis, Linnacus, 1738) 1:0:0 1
3 Sambar Deer (Cervis unicolor, Kerr,1972) 7:9:4 20
4 Barking Deer (Muntiacus muntjak, Zimmermann, 1780) 10:6:7 23
5 Spotted Deer (Axis axis, Erxleben,1777) 79:108:15 | 202
6H 1J1mg[u Cat (Felis chaus, Schreber, 1777) 2:0:1 3
7 ‘ Red Junglefowl (Gallus gallus, Linnagus,1758) 3:3:2 8
b Golden Pheasant (Chrvsolophus pictus, Linnacus, 1 758) 3:3:0 [
0 Silver Pheasant (Lophura nyethemera Linnacus, 1758, ) 1:2:0 3
110 Indian Pealowl (Pave cristatus, Linnaeus, 1 758) 0:1:0 1
11 Indian Pond Heron (Ardeola gravii, Sykes, 1832) 0:0:1 1

Date of

Aviation Group,
Bangladesh Army.

VISITOR DATABASE

Sl No. ikt Dignitaries Designation Comments
Brie General We enjoyed the beauty
| 01-02-2017 | Mr. Abdullah Al-Azhar| Commamnder, Army PLESE PRGN SRR

A great

effort of preservation
of wildlife. Best of luck!

51 No. Month Zoo Entry Herbivore Safari Tiger Satari . RL‘\L‘HI.JE
(_nllected_m Rs.
| January, 2017 11,079 13.834 3.349 11.69.836.00
2 February, 2017 2,715 7276 9.152 8.94,080.00
3 March, 2017 2,232 7.665 9,125 8.98.645.00
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Tamoghna Das: Situated in Salugara. Remains closed on Mondays. It's a nature park. with rides at one hour
intervals or safari by AC vehicles. Right now they have only one safari- the mixed herbivore safari. Soon they
are going to introduce Tiger safari etc. The animals are within a big protected area, the safari crisscrossing it,
Each safari lasts 45 minutes. Timings of safari from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm at one hour intervals. The last safari 1s
at 3:30 pm. Animals that can be seen are Spotted deer, Barking deer, Peacocks, Black Ibis’s etc. We could not
see the Rhino which is also supposed to be there. Other than the safan, there’s a aviary with Jungle fowl.

jungle pheasant n peafowl. A small cat enclosure is there. Also there 1s a Gharial enclosure having 5 number of
Giharials.

Bipul Saha: Nice place to spend a whole day with family n kids. But 1t’s really not that interesting in satan
ride because there is no thing much to see or enjoy. It would be more good if they could provide more wild
animals like beer, elephant, zebras, Fox, etc. Any way it was a great time for kids playing in the park.

Sudesna Pal: Nice place for hang out with friends and family. Staffand drivers r well behaved. we r lucky that
we saw 2tiger one 18 [rom so close distance, But 2 tiger is not enough for tiger safari though it’s just 4month
hope elephant safari will not take to start enough time. Harbi safari just saw few peacock and deer. Food court
is good bt not properly cleaned. Flies r here and there that a bad experience bt food quality 1s good. Need more
improvement. Hope more animals will be there in future. All over 1 liked 1t and yes carried lot of good
memories with us.

Tivash Saha: | think government should improve the security system and build a proper parking place,
increase the tickets capacity for the safari. The main factors is authority don’t have any information about the
visitors those are entering in the park because at exit gate there doesn’t has any checking so how many visitors
entered and how many visitors come from the park. Otherwise best place for people for refresh and rebuild
there soul and body 1n the lap of nature.
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